
 

                         

        

 

 



 

                         

 
 

 
 
 



 

                         

                                                                                

 

                                          

 
 
 
 



 

                         

 
         The Civil War ends with more than 200,000 African American soldiers and sailors serving 
in the Union war effort. The post war army was much smaller. African Americans made up four 
regiments: the 9th and 10th Cavalry and the 25th and 26th Infantry. These soldiers served with 
distinction in the Western Campaigns, Spanish American War and the Philippine Insurrection. 
The 9th and 10th Cavalry "Buffalo Soldiers" are the best known of the post-Civil War African 
American Soldiers. 
 
          With the outbreak of war in Europe, the United States Army began planning, including the 
role of African American soldiers. In late 1917 the 92nd and 93rd Divisions (African American) 
were organized. General John Pershing's goal was to keep all American forces under American 
command. Due to the devastating losses suffered by the French, the 93rd Division was sent to 
serve with the French Army. The French Army had a tradition of using colonial troops from 
Algeria, Morocco and Senegal. The 93rd Division was made up four regiments: 369, 370, 371 
and 372. The majority of men in the 93rd Division were from African American National Guard 
units from New York, Illinois, Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, Ohio, Tennessee and the 
District of Columbia. 
 
            The 369 was the first regiment from the 93rd Division to arrive in France in December 
1917. The 369 earned the nickname the "Harlem Hell Fighters." The 369 were in the front lines 
continuously for 191 days. Sergeant Henry Johnson of the 369 received the Medal of Honor 
posthumously by President Obama in 2015. He died in 1929 and is buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery. The 369 is the most famous of the African American combat regiments. 
 
             The 370, 371 and 372 regiments also saw combat. The 371 and 372 became part of the 
French 157th Division, along with the French 2nd Moroccan Regiment. The 157th was known 
as the "Red Hand" Division. The 371 and 372 distinguished themselves in the Meuse-Argonne 
Offensive. The 372 was in fierce fighting with German forces, which included hand to hand 
combat. One hundred and seventy three soldiers from the 372 were recipients of either the 
Croix de Guerre or Distinguished Service Cross. Corporal Freddie Stowers of the 371 received 
the Medal of Honor posthumously in 1991 for bravery in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. 
 
        By the end of war, the 369, 370, 371, and 372 had sustained casualties totaling more than 
2500. Casualties included those who were wounded, died of wounds, or killed in action. The 
French Government was impressed with the performance of the African American regiments. 
The 369 and 372 regiments received the Croix de Guerre and Palm. Sergeant Henry Johnson 
of the 369 was one of the first American Soldiers to receive the Croix de Guerre. 
 
                More than 350,000 African Americans served in World War I. Many of these men 
served in labor units, which were called Pioneer Infantry Battalions, Labor Battalions, or 
Engineer Service Battalions. These soldiers worked repairing roads, recovering bodies of 
soldiers and salvaging equipment, often under enemy fire.  



 

                         

 
                 Following the Armistice, African American troops returned home to a segregated and 
racist society. Their contributions to the war effort were largely overlooked. There were African 
American World War I soldiers lynched still wearing their uniforms. The World War I Centennial 
provides an important opportunity to recognize and celebrate the contributions and sacrifices of 
African American World War I soldiers. 
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http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/p16007coll51/id/893/rec/1


 

                         

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/flags/id/660/rec/1
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https://cdn.loc.gov/service/sgp/sgpbatches/batch_dlc_argonne_ver03/data/20001931/print/1919040401/0002.pdf


 

                         

 

 

 

 

          

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.worldwar1centennial.org/
http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/wwi
http://www.ohiohistoryhost.org/wwibib/
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/html/page0c78.html?ID=8243
http://www.history.com/news/wwi-hero-henry-johnson-finally-receives-medal-of-honor
http://www.memoiredeshommes.sga.defense.gouv.fr/en/article.php?larub=78&titre=first-world-war
http://www.memoiredeshommes.sga.defense.gouv.fr/en/article.php?larub=78&titre=first-world-war
http://www.legion.org/
http://www.vfw.org/

