The German-American Experience During World War |
Lesson 4: Researching WWI and the Attack on German-American Culture

Educator Outline

Grade Level(s) High School
Time Allotment 1 to 2 periods
Standards Alignment Ohio’s Learning Standards: High School American History 2, 3, 16

Student Learning Outcomes | Students will learn how to research using Chronicling America, how to
translate and analyze foreign-language texts, and gain a deeper
understanding of the German-American experience in Ohio during
World War |.

Vocabulary database: organized collection of information in digital form;
keyword: a term used as to retrieve documents in a database or
search engine; limit: to search only part of the database; newspaper: a
publication reporting information and current events; news:
information about recent events, a presentation of such information in
a newspaper or on television; headline: display type placed over a
story summarizing the story for the reader; bias: a particular tendency
or inclination, especially one that prevents unprejudiced consideration
of a question

Bell Ringer
e Provide students about three minutes to write down their responses in their notebooks. After
students are finished, choose four random students write down their lists on the board. Discuss
each list as a class.

Resource Introduction: Chronicling America
e Introduce Chronicling America, the free digital newspaper database of the Library of Congress
and National Endowment for the Humanities.
e Have students watch the following videos:
0 What is Chronicling America?: http://youtu.be/Bvg73KAyTDA
O How Do | Perform a Basic Search?: https://youtu.be/cIB Eso44B0
O How Do I Perform an Advanced Search?: http://youtu.be/rEs4YgtpgB8
e Review the information provided on the Resource Introduction worksheet.
e Once students are on their computers or devices, make sure to model how to use Chronicling
America and allow students time to get familiar with the website.

Activity 1: Recording: Erasing German Culture
e |f students do not have devices, print off the transcript so they can easily follow along.

Activity 2: Locating Newspaper Stories about German-Americans
e After students brainstorm search terms and before starting their own searches, demonstrate
how to find articles on Chronicling America.
e At the end of the activity, have students share the most interesting article they found regarding
German-American life in Ohio during WWI.

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Question: When conducting research for a paper or project, where do you look? Be as specific as
possible and list three places/websites for research that you consider to be high-quality resources.

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Resource Introduction: Chronicling America

Chronicling America is a resource for conducting historical research that is maintained by the Library of
Congress and the National Endowment for the Humanities. It provides access to millions of historic
newspapers and it’s FREE! We will be working with this later in class.

Link to Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

LIBRARY OF R = = R
Lk ASK A LIBRARIAN DIGITAL COLLECTIONS LIBERARY CATALOGS S h
CONGRESS neE - AR i

Search Loc.gov m

wmcuumormeerre CHRONICLING AMERICA
- Humanities

listoric American Newspapers

Search Pages Advanced Search All Digitized Newspapers 1789-1924 US Newspaper Directory, 1690-Present

st 2 e A LR & _

Pages Available: 12,252,412 =print ElSubscribe @Share/Save GJGive Feedback

Rvatiay Skl e S
T = . G 100 Years Aqo Today: §/25/1017 (107 issues)
| we 08 ANGELES WED

© About Chronicling America
@ About the Site and APT

Hickory DAILY RECORD

L i
oy T N_PHI‘—J -

The Pioneer Press.
@ Recommended Topics 4 o g
© Help

More Resources

National Digital Mewspaper
Program

ES

e mwm mewo
LEC

NDMNP Award Recipients

~

Newspaper and Current
Periodicals Reading Room

ey
mN

Ask LC MNewspaper & Current
Periodicals Librarian

-

Historic Newspapers on Flickr i
art of the LC Flickr Commens =

g;otostream] Pioneer press. volume (4pp.} St. Tammany farmer. (6pp.

Martinsburg, W. Va. Covington, La.

Hickory daily record. volume
{4pp.)
Hickory, N.C.

1. Decide how you want to limit your search. For instance, do you want to only research a certain
state’s newspapers or all of the newspapers throughout the United States? Also, what years are
you researching?

2.

Decide what search terms will be most helpful in finding articles that pertain to your research
topic. Think of terms that would have been in use during the time period you’re researching.
3. For more help on how to search Chronicling America, watch the following videos:

e What is Chronicling America?: http://youtu.be/Bvg73KAyTDA

e How Do | Perform a Basic Search?: https://youtu.be/cIB _Eso44B0

e How Do | Perform an Advanced Search?: http://youtu.be/rEs4YgtpgB8

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Activity 1: Recording: Erasing German Culture

Instructions: Answer the questions below in complete sentences as we listen to the recording.

Recording: During World War |, U.S. Government Propaganda Erased German Culture; National Public
Radio; http://n.pr/2uWWWbV

e What were some of the unique characteristics of the German-American population in the U.S.
during the early 20" century?

e Why did the German language become stigmatized?

e How did Theodore Roosevelt contribute to anti-German sentiment during the war?

e How did towns and cities change due to anti-German sentiment?

e Do you think any ethnic group today suffers from circumstances that are comparable to the
German-American experience during WWI?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Activity 2: Locating Newspaper Stories about German-Americans

Instructions: For the next two minutes, brainstorm four search terms that would result in articles to help
answer our compelling question: “What was it like to be a German-American in Ohio during WWI?”

Hint: Think about keywords from the audio recording we just listened to as well as other materials we’ve
reviewed during this unit.

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Instructions: Go to Chronicling America (http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov) and locate two newspaper
sources about German-Americans during WWI. Be sure to limit your search to Ohio newspapers
published 1917-1918 using the dropdown menus next to the search blank.

Complete the chart below to document your findings. For tips on using Chronicling America, refer to the
Resource Introduction worksheet and Using Chronicling America videos. For tips on translating foreign
language newspapers, watch the following Using Online Translation Tools video:
https://youtu.be/ly21vleHdM4

Suggested Search Terms (or come up with your own!):
Combine “German” with any of the following words: patriotism, language, tarring, feathering, outrages,
school, brewers, bonds, liberty bonds, hyphenated, alien, alien enemy, discrimination, pro-German

Name:

Class:

Date:

Newspaper, Title of the article | Write down specific textual In your own words, how
date, search evidence from the article does this article
terms & limits that you think helps answer | demonstrate the reality

used the unit’s compelling of life for German-
question. Americans in Ohio.

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Activity 2: Locating Newspaper Stories about German-Americans — Example
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1 While it is true that war has the
| effect to call out the best qualities of
€} munkind, manly fortitude, unselfish de-
[!l votion to the common welfare and the
B| recognition of higher ideals than the|

T satisfaction of physical wants, it also Article defends the teaching of the German language and

“|bus & tendency to develop many quali-

*| pally unreasonable hatred and a spirit
| of persecution, It is, however, the mark

ties that are not comumendable, prinei-

of a civilized iation to keep these unde-
sirable manifestations in check, and we
urdently hope that ocur nstion will not
fall short of the high standard that
they have always endesvored to main-
tain in mental poise and sane judg-
ment,

positive influence of German culture on public schools in
Cincinnati.

Tdgliches Cincinnatier Volksblatt (Cincinnati, OH), May 7,
1917, Image 4, col. 3-5.
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American
Newspapers, Library of Congress
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Newspaper,

date, search
terms & limits

used

Title of the article

Write down specific textual
evidence from the article
that you think helps answer
the unit’s compelling
question.

In your own words, how
does this article
demonstrate the reality
of life for German-
Americans in Ohio.

Tdgliches “German Instruction  “Let those who are swayed by German-Americans had to
Cincinnatier In our Schools.” their present hostility defend their language, their
Volksblatt remember that the war will culture, and the hard work

May 07, 1917

end some day and that friendly
relations with Germany will

they devoted to their local
public schools during the

“German again WWI years.
language” prevail. We were in war with
Spain and we did not make war
limited to Ohio on the Spanish language. The
newspapers fact is that Spanish

published in 1917-

1918

has developed into one of the
most important studies in our
schools. We speak and teach
English and have sturdily
maintained our independence
against England.”

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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