External and Internal Perceptions of United States Immigrants
Lesson 1: Polish‐Americans React to President William McKinley’s Assassination

Educator Outline
Grade Level(s)
Time Allotment
Standards Alignment
Student Learning Outcomes

Vocabulary

High School
3 to 4 periods
Ohio’s Learning Standards: High School American History 2, 3, 16
Students will learn how to search the Chronicling America website to
find evidence of the past, detect bias in newspaper articles, and place
current immigration issues in a historical context.
database: organized collection of information in digital form;
keyword: a term used as to retrieve documents in a database or
search engine; limit: to search only part of the database; newspaper: a
publication reporting information and current events; news:
information about recent events, a presentation of such information in
a newspaper or on television; headline: display type placed over a
story summarizing the story for the reader; bias: a particular tendency
or inclination, especially one that prevents unprejudiced consideration
of a question

Resource Introduction: Chronicling America
 Introduce Chronicling America, the free digital newspaper database of the Library of Congress
and National Endowment for the Humanities.
 Have students watch the following videos:
o What is Chronicling America?: http://youtu.be/Bvg73KAyTDA
o How Do I Perform a Basic Search?: https://youtu.be/cIB_Eso44B0
o How Do I Perform an Advanced Search?: http://youtu.be/rEs4YgtpqB8
 Review the information provided on the Resource Introduction worksheet.
 Once students are on their computers or devices, make sure to model how to use Chronicling
America and allow students time to get familiar with the website.
Bell Ringer
 Provide students about three minutes to write down their responses in their notebooks. After
students are finished, choose four random students to share what they think.
 Following this, state something along the lines of: “Most of us have personally experienced a
time when someone made an assumption about us based on the way we look or a group we
associate with. Most of us have also applied stereotypes to others. Whether intentional or not,
these judgments can be damaging to effective communication and relationship building with
people, especially those we don’t know that we consider to be ‘outsiders.’ In this lesson, we’ll
use historical newspapers to examine how stereotypes contributed to racial intolerance and
anti‐immigrant attitudes in the early 20th century.”
Activity 1: Analyze and Wonder: Reaction to President McKinley’s Assassination
 For this activity, split the students into groups, and assign them one question to analyze and
discuss for about ten minutes. Have them report their conclusions back to the entire class.
 You can provide the links to the students in a digital format instead of having them type each
link individually. If you are unable to link them digitally, shorten the URLs using a service like
TinyURL, Bitly or Google URL Shortener.
Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.

External and Internal Perceptions of United States Immigrants
Lesson 1: Polish‐Americans React to President William McKinley’s Assassination
Activity 2: Locating Newspaper Stories about Leon Czolgosz
 After giving students time to work independently, have each student share the most interesting
article they found with the rest of class. Also ask students to talk about their experience
selecting search terms and limits, as well as finding relevant articles in English and Polish.
 You may consider assigning part of this as homework.
Activity 3: Statement of Condemnation
 Explain what a statement of condemnation is and what purpose it serves. You may say
something such as “This allows people who identify with a particular category of people to
separate themselves from bad actions/statements made by one or a small group of individuals,
and show those who do not identify as that group that the majority of them are good people.”
 To connect this activity with current events, you may discuss how the larger Muslim community
reacted after the 9/11 or other terror attacks perpetrated by those of the Islamic faith. If
possible, share a statement of condemnation produced by that community.
 Give students time to brainstorm groups to identify with, as well as positive qualities about that
group. You may want to have an example already prepared for them to model.
 This activity may last two days or be assigned as homework.

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Resource Introduction: Chronicling America
Chronicling America is a resource for conducting historical research that is maintained by the Library of
Congress and the National Endowment for the Humanities. It provides access to millions of historic
newspapers and it’s FREE! We will be working with this later in class.
Link to Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

1. Decide how you want to limit your search. For instance, do you want to only research a certain
state’s newspapers or all of the newspapers throughout the United States? Also, what years are
you researching?
2. Decide what search terms will be most helpful in finding articles that pertain to your research
topic. Think of terms that would have been in use during the time period you’re researching.
3. For more help on how to search Chronicling America, watch the following videos:
 What is Chronicling America?: http://youtu.be/Bvg73KAyTDA
 How Do I Perform a Basic Search?: https://youtu.be/cIB_Eso44B0
 How Do I Perform an Advanced Search?: http://youtu.be/rEs4YgtpqB8

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Bell Ringer

Paragon Rubber Co. and American Character Doll. Tubing – cutting rubber and feeding (Polish) –
unskilled; Holyoke, MA; 1936‐1937
Image: National Archives and Records Administration
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/518340
Question: What stereotypes have you heard applied to different ethnic/immigrant, religious or other
groups? How are these damaging, and why do you think they persist? Explain your answer in three
complete sentences.

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Activity 1: Analyze and Wonder: Reaction to President McKinley’s Assassination
On September 6, 1901, Ohioan and United States President William McKinley was shot by Leon F.
Czolgosz, a Polish‐American who lived in Cleveland, Ohio, while at the Pan‐American Exposition in
Buffalo, New York. McKinley died of his wounds on September 14, 1901. This was the fourth
assassination internationally by an anarchist since 1894.
Think about the following questions as you read the articles provided:
 Do any of the articles express unique opinions regarding President McKinley, his assassination or
his assassin?
 Are any of these articles biased in their reporting, and if so, how?
 Do any of the articles express sympathy toward McKinley’s assassin, Leon Czolgosz? If so, what
reasons are provided?
 Do any articles discuss Polish‐Americans or anarchists in general and/or their reactions to the
assassination? Are they portrayed positively, negatively or neither?
 What words are used to provoke a specific response from the reader either for or against the
assassin?

Leon F. Czolgosz (alias Fred Nieman) police photograph; Buffalo, NY; September 6, 1901
Image: McKinley Memorial Library via Ohio Memory
http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p267401coll36/id/12742

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Akron Daily Democrat (Akron, Ohio), Sept. 7, 1901, Image 1, col. 4‐5.
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84028140/1901‐09‐07/ed‐1/seq‐1/

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Akron Daily Democrat (Akron, Ohio), Sept. 7, 1901, 10 O’Clock Ed., Image 1, col. 1.
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84028140/1901‐09‐07/ed‐4/seq‐1/

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Marietta Daily Leader (Marietta, Ohio), Sept. 7, 1901, Image 1, col. 1‐2.
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87075213/1901‐09‐07/ed‐1/seq‐1/
Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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News‐Herald (Hillsboro, Ohio), Sept. 12, 1901, Image 1, col. 2‐3.
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038161/1901‐09‐12/ed‐1/seq‐1/

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Approximate translation:
Assassination Attempt on the President
We do not know what motives prompted Leon Czolgosz to perform the
assassination attempt on President of the United States. Whether these motives
right or imaginary, they cannot justify such a shameful act. We condemn such an
act. From crime nothing good can arise for neither an individual nor a society. We
are against all kinds of tricky conspiracies.
Whoever murders someone for political power is the same as the one who kills
the richer neighbor to steal riches from him. Wealth and political power come to
everyone through honest and hard work. Every person in the United States can
acquire these by legal means. Whoever does not want to work like the others and
would rather have riches or power through murder is the most hideous criminal.
It does not make a difference if Czolgosz wanted to seize power for himself, or for
their rules or parties. It does not make a difference if Czolgosz wanted to seize
power for himself or because of his principles or party. This is just a question of
the scale of the motive, whether major or minor.
Czolgosz, just like any other citizen of this country, had the same right as William
McKinley to become President of the United States. It was not his right to stop
him here, to achieve his goals, but his laziness, his negligence. Jealousy, criminal
jealousy pushed him to crime!
An attack on a despotic ruler can be justified to a certain extent because the
despot attains power by sheer force or by birth, not by law equal for everyone.
However, you cannot justify the assassination of the President of the United
States. It looks as if a monarch made an attempt on a monarch.
Those who applaud or drink to Czolgosz’s act are quite similar to those who
applaud the murder of a robbery. Do not shout "bravo", but disgrace!
Those anarchists who praised Czolgosz's deed should be treated as criminals.
If, for example, a shameful murder had been committed during a robbery, and
several people gathered in the bar after this accident and shouted “Bravo, he did
it”, etc., shouldn’t the police arrest them? We think that yes and we approve of
the police for the arrest of all those who shouted “applause” for Czolgosz. We
reserve that we do not approve, however, arrests of innocent people. We say this
disclaimer because the police often cross the line in their zeal.

Ameryka (Toledo, Ohio), Sept. 14, 1901, Image 1, col. 1.
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn93054145/1901‐09‐14/ed‐1/seq‐1/
Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Hocking Sentinel (Logan, Ohio), Sept. 19, 1901, Image 2, col. 2‐3.
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038119/1901‐09‐19/ed‐1/seq‐2/

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Activity 2: Locating Newspaper Stories about Leon Czolgosz
Instructions: Go to Chronicling America (http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov) and locate three newspaper
sources about Leon Czolgosz and his assassination of President McKinley. Include at least one Polish‐
language newspaper article. Try to find differing viewpoints. Complete the chart below to document
your findings. For tips on using Chronicling America, refer to the Resource Introduction worksheet and
Using Chronicling America videos. For tips on translating foreign language newspapers, watch the
following Using Online Translation Tools video: https://youtu.be/Jy21vJeHdM4
Suggested Search Terms (or come up with your own!):
English: (Leon) Czolgosz, (Frederick or Fred) Nieman, McKinley, assassination, assassin, anarchist, Polish
Polish: (Leona) Czolgosza, McKinleya, zamach, zmarły, śmierć, anarchistka, Polskie, Polaków
Name: _____________________________________________
Class: ______________________________________________
Date: ______________________________________________
Newspaper,
date, search
terms & limits
used

Title of the article

Write down specific textual
evidence from the article
that expresses an opinion
on Leon Czolgosz, anarchists
and/or Polish‐Americans.

In your own words, how
does this article attempt
to vilify or defend a
particular person or
group against a negative
description or a
stereotype?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Activity 2: Locating Newspaper Stories about Leon Czolgosz – Example

Article describes the arrest of well‐known anarchist Emma
Goldman, who was believed to be a conspirator in the
murder. The article reports her opinions on Leon Czolgosz
and his actions.
Marietta Daily Leader (Marietta, OH), Sept. 11, 1901,
Image 1, col. 5‐6.
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American
Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87075213/1901‐
09‐11/ed‐1/seq‐1/

Newspaper,
date, search
terms & limits
used

Title of the article

Write down specific textual
evidence from the article
that expresses an opinion
on Leon Czolgosz, anarchists
and/or Polish‐Americans.

In your own words, how
does this article attempt
to vilify or defend a
particular person or
group against a negative
description or a
stereotype?

Marietta Daily
Leader
September 11,
1901

“Emma Goldman is
Now Under Arrest.”

“Czolgosz act was foolish, yet,
she declared, it probably had
its inspiration in the misery
which the Pole had seen about
him. Violence, she said, is not a
tenet in the faith of the
anarchists, and she had not
advocated it in Cleveland
where Czolgosz said he heard
her, nor elsewhere.”

Goldman states that
anarchists are not violent,
despite Czolgosz’s claim that
his actions were inspired by
a speech she gave. She also
seems more sympathetic
toward Czolgosz, calling him
foolish and blames his
actions on the misery he
experienced; other articles
portray him as insane and
cruel.

“Leon Czolgosz”
limited to Ohio
newspapers
published in 1901

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Activity 3: Statement of Condemnation
Imagine someone from a group you identify with has cheated on a test or plagiarized an assignment.
This group could be an ethnicity/nationality, religion, academic organization, sports team, music/arts
club or community group. Write a statement that condemns the person’s actions but also defends your
group against negative perceptions from those outside the community. Use the following outline to help
create a well‐written statement of condemnation.
Statement of Condemnation Outline
1. For your introductory paragraph, start by referencing the person and his/her wrong action that
motivated you to write, as well as how you are connected to this person. Next, clearly state your
position on that same action and how it does not accurately reflect the beliefs and behavior of
your group overall. The paragraph should be at least four sentences.
2. For your body paragraph, use relevant personal stories, evidence or rationales to support the
position you stated in your introductory paragraph. Include positive attributes of and
contributions made by the larger group to society, your local community or your school. This
paragraph should be at least five sentences.
3. For your conclusion paragraph, clearly re‐state your position first. Then propose a solution that
would help outsiders from applying negative stereotypes to members of your group, and
encourage readers to act in accordance with this solution. This paragraph should be at least
three sentences.
For an example of a statement of condemnation, see the “Assassination Attempt on the President”
(“Zamach na Prezydenta”) article from the Ameryka newspaper provided earlier.

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Statement of Condemnation – Assessment Rubric
Name: ______________________________________ Class: ______________ Date: _______________
Criteria

Excellent
3

Average
2

Below Average
1

Not Completed
0

References a fictional
person from an
identifiable group of
people and his/her act of
academic dishonesty that
serves as the motivation
for writing.
Clearly states purpose of
letter and overall
position in the
introductory paragraph.
(X2)
Body paragraph includes
reasonable rationales,
pertinent personal
stories and/or quality
evidence to support your
opinions/arguments. (X2)
Conclusion paragraph
should re‐state your
position, include a
proposed solution to the
problem and finish with a
sentence that also
encourages action. (X2)
Thoroughly completes
letter in at least twelve
grammatically correct
sentences. (X2)
Rough Draft

Overall Comments:

_______/6 pts.
Total Points
_______/30 pts.

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.

