External and Internal Perceptions of United States Immigrants
Lesson 2: United States Immigrants Respond to Significant Late 19th‐Early 20th Century Events

Educator Outline
Grade Level(s)
Time Allotment
Standards Alignment
Student Learning Outcomes

High School
2‐3 periods
Ohio’s Learning Standards: High School American History 2, 3, 14, 17
Students will be provided some information gained from searching the
Chronicling America website to gain an appreciation regarding the
lives of immigrants during the first part of the 20th century. Students
will be tasked with using several primary sources to research a person,
event, or concept to uncover a varied perspective on migrants to
America.

Resource Introduction: Chronicling America
 Introduce Chronicling America, the free digital newspaper database of the Library of Congress
and National Endowment for the Humanities.
 Have students watch the following videos:
o What is Chronicling America?: http://youtu.be/Bvg73KAyTDA
o How Do I Perform a Basic Search?: https://youtu.be/cIB_Eso44B0
o How Do I Perform an Advanced Search?: http://youtu.be/rEs4YgtpqB8
 Review the information provided on the Resource Introduction worksheet.
 Once students are on their computers or devices, make sure to model how to use Chronicling
America and allow students time to get familiar with the website.
Bell Ringer
 Provide students 5‐10 minutes to read the excerpt from Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle and respond
to the short answer prompts provided.
Activity 1: Pair and Share (Part 1): Immigrant Response to 19th‐20th Century Events
 For the rest of this class period, students will be assigned a partner or small group to read and
analyze newspaper articles on an event that occurred within the late 19th or early 20th centuries.
Topics will relate to: the mining industry in Ohio and Pennsylvania; immigrant involvement in
labor movements; various high‐profile trials involving immigrants; the passing of the 18th
Amendment; and other immigrant‐related topics and issues. Feel free to add to topics already
covered in class to reinforce previous concepts.
 Students will be provided at least one newspaper article and will have to answer a series of
questions. You may contextualize the events/topics covered with introductory information.
 Articles should be distributed based upon interest and ability. English as a Second Language
(ESL) students may want to read the articles in their native languages, rather than use the
translations provided.
 Direct students to Chronicling America and demonstrate to them how to access PDF versions of
the pages, copy the text, and use an online translation tool like Google Translate to decipher
these articles written in foreign languages.
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Activity 2: Pair and Share (Part 2): Immigrant Response to 19th‐20th Century Events
 Students will meet with their group member(s) and should finish their work from yesterday
(should allow only 10‐15 more minutes)
 After working in pairs, students will be asked to meet with other groups to discuss their topics.
Students will be provided with a second worksheet asking basic questions about the other
group’s topic. It should take no more than 5 minutes for both groups to discuss their topic.
 By the end of the exercise, students should familiarize themselves with several different topics
and themes.
Activity 3: Argumentative Essay
 Students will select a topic relevant to United States immigrants during the early 20th century.
They may choose one of the topics they did not discuss during the Pair and Share activities.
 Review the structure of an argumentative essay. You may have an example already prepared for
them to model.
 This activity may last one day or be assigned as homework.
Activity 4: Reflection Questions
 Students will take the last five minutes of class to answer the following questions:
o How has your perception of immigrants changed since the beginning of this section?
o How do the opinions and views of the past century reflect our own times?
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Resource Introduction: Chronicling America
Chronicling America is a resource for conducting historical research that is maintained by the Library of
Congress and the National Endowment for the Humanities. It provides access to millions of historic
newspapers and it’s FREE! We will be working with this later in class.
Link to Chronicling America: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

1. Decide how you want to limit your search. For instance, do you want to only research a certain
state’s newspapers or all of the newspapers throughout the United States? Also, what years are
you researching?
2. Decide what search terms will be most helpful in finding articles that pertain to your research
topic. Think of terms that would have been in use during the time period you’re researching.
3. For more help on how to search Chronicling America, watch the following videos:
 What is Chronicling America?: http://youtu.be/Bvg73KAyTDA
 How Do I Perform a Basic Search?: https://youtu.be/cIB_Eso44B0
 How Do I Perform an Advanced Search?: http://youtu.be/rEs4YgtpqB8
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Bell Ringer

Panoramic picture illustrating the beef industry; Chicago, IL; 1900
Image: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007663982/

The Jungle by Upton Sinclair (1906) excerpt
Source: W.W. Norton & Company
https://wwnorton.com/college/history/america‐essential‐learning/docs/USinclair‐ The_Jungle‐1906.pdf
Chapter 9, p. 58
There was another interesting set of statistics that a person might have gathered in Packingtown—those
of the various afflictions of the workers. When Jurgis had first inspected the packing plants with
Szedvilas, he had marveled while he listened to the tale of all the things that were made out of the
carcasses of animals, and of all the lesser industries that were maintained there; now he found that each
one of these lesser industries was a separate little inferno, in its way as horrible as the killing beds, the
source and fountain of them all. The workers in each of them had their own peculiar diseases. And the
wandering visitor might be skeptical about all the swindles, but he could not be skeptical about these,
for the worker bore the evidence of them about on his own person—generally he had only to hold out
his hand.
There were the men in the pickle rooms, for instance, where old Antanas had gotten his death; scarce a
one of these that had not some spot of horror on his person. Let a man so much as scrape his finger
pushing a truck in the pickle rooms, and he might have a sore that would put him out of the world; all
the joints in his fingers might be eaten by the acid, one by one. Of the butchers and floorsmen, the beef‐
boners and trimmers, and all those who used knives, you could scarcely find a person who had the use
of his thumb; time and time again the base of it had been slashed, till it was a mere lump of flesh against
which the man pressed the knife to hold it. The hands of these men would be criss‐crossed with cuts,
until you could no longer pretend to count them or to trace them. They would have no nails,—they had
worn them off pulling hides; their knuckles were swollen so that their fingers spread out like a fan. There
were men who worked in the cooking rooms, in the midst of steam and sickening odors, by artificial
light; in these rooms the germs of tuberculosis might live for two years, but the supply was renewed
every hour. There were the beef‐luggers, who carried two‐hundred‐pound quarters into the
refrigerator‐cars; a fearful kind of work, that began at four o'clock in the morning, and that wore out the
most powerful men in a few years. There were those who worked in the chilling rooms, and whose
special disease was rheumatism; the time limit that a man could work in the chilling rooms was said to
be five years. There were the wool‐pluckers, whose hands went to pieces even sooner than the hands of
the pickle men; for the pelts of the sheep had to be painted with acid to loosen the wool, and then the
pluckers had to pull out this wool with their bare hands, till the acid had eaten their fingers off. There
were those who made the tins for the canned meat; and their hands, too, were a maze of cuts, and each
Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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cut represented a chance for blood poisoning. Some worked at the stamping machines, and it was very
seldom that one could work long there at the pace that was set, and not give out and forget himself and
have a part of his hand chopped off. There were the "hoisters," as they were called, whose task it was to
press the lever which lifted the dead cattle off the floor. They ran along upon a rafter, peering down
through the damp and the steam; and as old Durham's architects had not built the killing room for the
convenience of the hoisters, at every few feet they would have to stoop under a beam, say four feet
above the one they ran on; which got them into the habit of stooping, so that in a few years they would
be walking like chimpanzees. Worst of any, however, were the fertilizer men, and those who served in
the cooking rooms. These people could not be shown to the visitor,—for the odor of a fertilizer man
would scare any ordinary visitor at a hundred yards, and as for the other men, who worked in tank
rooms full of steam, and in some of which there were open vats near the level of the floor, their peculiar
trouble was that they fell into the vats; and when they were fished out, there was never enough of them
left to be worth exhibiting,—sometimes they would be overlooked for days, till all but the bones of
them had gone out to the world as Durham's Pure Leaf Lard!

Questions
1. After reading this excerpt, what were some of the hazardous conditions workers were subjected
to in the meatpacking plants?

2. What kind of effects do you think this book had on the American Public/the United States
government of the food industry?

3. Does this classify as a primary or secondary source? Even though The Jungle is a work of fiction,
does it have value as a historical source?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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Activity 1: Pair and Share: Immigrant Response to 19th‐20th Century Events
Instructions: Each pair or small group of students will read and answer questions for at least one article
on an assigned topic related to immigrants in the United States. Each question should be answered with
2‐3 sentences. If searching for newspaper articles from foreign language newspapers, use the PDF view
of the image to copy and paste the text of the article into an online translation tool.
Topics









U.S. Presidential Candidate Al Smith & Anti‐Catholicism (1928)
Prohibition & German‐Americans (1910s‐1920s)
Lindbergh Kidnapping (1932)
Millfield Mine Disaster (1930)
New Straitsville Mine Fire & Great Hocking Valley Coal Strike (1884‐1885)
Sacco & Vanzetti Trials & Execution (1920‐1927)
Scopes Monkey Trial (1925)
President Theodore Roosevelt’s Response to Meat Industry Conditions (1906)
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U.S. Presidential Candidate Al Smith and Anti‐Catholicism (1928)
Approximate translation:
Confessions of Our Presidents
If Al Smith wins in the November election, he will be the first
Catholic in the President's office of the United States, if luck will
serve Hoover, he will be the first Quaker in the White House. It is a
strange coincidence, that not the Catholic church, nor the American
Friends, or Quakers has yet had one of their members in the
highest office.
Almost all Protestant sects already have their representatives in the
White House.
Quakers have never had more numerical strength, but despite the
persecution, they persevered with their convictions and they
dispersed after the colonies throughout the world, maintaining a
numerical strength in Philadelphia, where they had control of the
city for 75 years. They defend the country when they need to, but
they prefer to serve in the most dangerous places rather than be in
a position to take a life.
Although Catholics have had a presidential candidate once in 1872,
a democrat by the name of O’Conor, no one said he would win. So
0'Conor disappeared not as a Catholic, but as a Democrat. The
religious question was not raised then at all. It is different today
with Smith. After eight years of very suspicious Republican
economy, citizens would have a grudge against this cancerous]
party, despite putting Hoover, a clean man, forward. Smith,
therefore, as a Democrat has every chance to win. If he loses, he
will be lost as a Catholic, and Protestants have already begun
agitating against him on a religious basis.
On November, two worthy people will stand against each other as
adversaries—Al Smith and Herbert Hoover. This historic battle
could result in either winning, it is difficult to predetermine the
outcome today, but in any case, it should be stated that both are
worthy choices for the American People, and both will uphold the
beautiful ideals that the American people cherish. The fate of one
of them, the fate of the party, the future of the nation, the
incarnation of the principles and ideals of Republican and
Democratic Parties—lies in the hands of the nation. It will decide
and its will is the highest!
"Trybuna Polska"

Jednośc Polek (Cleveland, Ohio), July 31, 1928, Image 4, col. 5
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83035481/1928‐07‐31/ed‐1/seq‐4/
Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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U.S. Presidential Candidate Al Smith and Anti‐Catholicism (1928)
Questions
1. What/who is the news article about?

2. Is there any clear bias on the part of the author? Why do you think that is?

3. The author says, “Protestants have already begun agitating against him on a religious basis”.
Using the Chronicling America website, find a Republican‐leaning newspaper article about the
election. Does the religion of the candidate come up? Do you think that is important?

4. Pair with the group discussing the Scopes monkey trial. Compare the two authors’ views on
religion.

5. Does anti‐Catholicism still exist in the news? Does it tie into anti‐immigrant discussions in the
modern news?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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Prohibition & German‐Americans (1910s‐1920s)

Approximate translation:
You should again defend your rights.
Men of Ohio:
They are again involved in a Prohibition fight; operating for minority supported by professional agitators. A
real desire from a larger number of citizens, this question now to submit, does not exist.
When you, voters of Ohio, last year, suppressed the Prohibition Amendment, you took it for granted that the
matter was settled for a good while; but the ruinous politics of the professional agitators have imposed the
Prohibition issue on the unwilling electorate again.
The paid proponents of the prohibition propaganda do not believe that Ohio will drip [stay wet]. Your actual
position is provided in public statements. Yes, a leader in Portsmouth said the leader of the Anti‐ Saloon
League:
“It is our intention to keep the saloon, distillery and German brewery at bay, to make the Ohio wets go
bankrupt. And we will succeed. We will bring them down, and drive them away.”
Will this un‐American view have many followers in Ohio? […]
[subheadings, not pictured]
Unceasing Vigilance is the Price of Freedom
Prohibition Invades the Home
Prohibition is Wrong
“Home Rule”

Echo (Cleveland, Ohio), Oct. 9, 1915, Image 8, col. 4
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83035337/1915‐10‐09/ed‐1/seq‐8/
Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Prohibition & German‐Americans (1910s‐1920s)
Questions
1. What is the issue being discussed?

2. Is there a potential bias from this source?

3. The article asks, “Will this un‐American view in Ohio have many followers?” Why would the
author refer to the temperance movement as “un‐American”?

4. This article was written in October 1915. What major world event(s) is taking place at this time
and how could this be a potential problem for the author?

5. The tone of the article is attempting to both define America as a “wet” country and uses the
argument that prohibitionists are attempting to take the readers rights. What issue(s) use this
tactic in modern day America? Are they effective?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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Lindbergh Kidnapping (1932)

Approximate translation:
Hauptmann already nothing will help
Evidence against him so much, All secrecy is in vain
Bruno Richard Hauptmann, who was arrested last week in New York is one
of the guilty of abduction and murder Lindbergh's son six months ago and
$50,000 ransom for the return the child who was already there dead. He
arraigned in New York for the ransom and will be tried there. New Jersey
does not request his release and will not try him for murder.
Against Hauptmann is at least 25 [pieces of] evidence that he participated
in the kidnapping and receiving money. It is enough to convict. The
crimininals have been tortured about the money that was found, he says it
belongs to his friend Fisch who went to Germany and died there. But
that's a lie, because Fisch died of tuberculosis in the greatest misery and
Hauptmann has so much property and money that issued from an account
with all 50 thousand dollars. They are still looking the man who could have
been involved in the kidnapping.
An affair was mixed up … Paulin is sitting in state prison in Columbus.
Paulin supposedly recognizes Hauptmann and that Hauptmann wrote in
advance that he was take Lindbergh's baby. His information is being
investigated.

Youngstownske' Slovenske' Noviny (Youngstown, Ohio), Sept. 28, 1934, Image 1, col. 6
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88078386/1934‐09‐28/ed‐1/seq‐1/
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Lindbergh Kidnapping (1932)
Questions
1. Who or what is being discussed in this article?

2. Is there a clear bias for or against Hauptmann from the author? Support your answer with
evidence from the article.

3. Using Chronicling America or other sources, find out what happened to Bruno Richard
Hauptmann and give a brief summary of the case and outcome (answer in 1‐2 paragraphs).

4. Meet with the group discussing the Sacco and Vanzetti article and compare and contrast the
tone and potential biases of the two pieces. What makes them similar/different?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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Millfield Mine Disaster (1930)

Approximate translation:
Great mine disaster in Ohio
76 dead, including the company president
On Wednesday afternoon, there were two explosions in
Mine No. 6, belonging to Sunday Creek Coal Co., at Millfield,
Ohio. The explosion killed 76 people, including nine of the
company's officials, including President Tytus, who only
entered the mine for a tour a few minutes before the
explosions. Twenty of the miners were buried alive. Another
110 miners escaped from other parts of mines. These
miners are helping with rescue work. Over 300 children
have become orphans.

Youngstownske' Slovenske' Noviny (Youngstown, Ohio), Nov. 7, 1930, Image 1, col. 7
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88078386/1930‐11‐07/ed‐1/seq‐1/
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Millfield Mine Disaster (1930)
Questions
1. What/who is the story about?

2. Using the Chronicling America search engine, find an article about this mine incident or another
one and describe any changes or differences you may find.

3. Get together with the/a group covering the New Straitsville Strike from the Stadt Columbus.
How are the two articles related?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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New Straitsville Mine Fire & Great Hocking Valley Coal Strike (1884‐1885)

Approximate translation:
More Pay.—The Convention of the Miners Association of the
state was held on Thursday in our city and decided to demand
a wage increase of 10 cents per ton throughout the state.
This salary increase is expected to come into effect from the
1st of November. The question of the 14‐day pay was
debated, but the final decision will be left to the individual
districts. After approval of the demanded salary increase, the
required salary increase the price in Hocking Valley would be
60 cents and in Tuscarawas Valley 75 Cents for digging a ton
of coal. In pits at Akron and Wadsworth the same is already
granted. The Cleveland, Lorain and Wheeling railroads have
had around 2,000 miners on strike for some time. In some pits
[work] is limited, because the miners demand change in the
coal sieves. Miners in some mines of Columbus and Hocking
Coal and Iron Co. to New Straitsville are also on strike. The
workers in most other companies in the company do not
belong to the union. During the Convention a letter from the
secretary of the Indiana Miners Union was read, in which it is
stated that that the mine owners in that state refused to raise
wages since then, considering the low wages paid in the
Hocking Valley, could not compete with large markets.
In the meeting held on Wednesday, it was decided, as to the
sieve matter, that the legislature should issue a law to tackle
the problem, which is to put an end to the current system.
The owners of the Sunday Creek, Shawnee and Straitsville and
Hocking Valley pits decided in a Thursday afternoon meeting,
not to grant the wage increase.

Der Westbote (Columbus, Ohio), Nov. 12, 1885, Image 4, col. 7
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85025948/1885‐11‐12/ed‐1/seq‐4/

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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New Straitsville Mine Fire & Great Hocking Valley Coal Strike (1884‐1885)
Questions
1. Who or what is being discussed in the article?

2. Does there appear to be any bias in the article? Explain your answer.

3. After going on strike, miners from the surrounding area started a fire in the mine that is still
going! Using the Chronicling America website, find an article about the strike and summarize it.

4. The article suggests that workers of the mine saw 70 cent increases in their pay per ton of coal
mined. Find what the pay increase in inflation would be. Do you think that the strike and
destruction of the New Straitsville mine were worth it?

5. The Supreme Court, in 2018, made a ruled against a union charging non‐members union fees for
collective bargaining. How does this article relate? Do you think a union should charge non‐
members for collective bargaining rights?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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Sacco & Vanzetti Trials & Execution (1920‐1927)

Approximate translation:
Sacco and Vanzetti in Danger of Death
The Supreme Court in Massachusetts dismissed Sacco and Vanzetti's
request for a new trial.
Unless an appeal is made to the Supreme Court of the State, it seems
there is nothing between the two, except for the two men and the
electric chair, except for the pardon or the change of sentence by the
Massachusetts governor.
Both defendants were convicted a few years ago, accused of murder
during an attempt to rob a paymaster. Both of them were known to be
active in the labor movement and to be radical in economic terms. The
latter, not one of the crimes, was probably the main reason why they
were tried and sentenced. The trial took place at a time when there were
mountains of prejudice against anyone who could be considered a little
“red.” It is unlikely that anyone could be condemned today on the basis
of a similar testimony.
We are not familiar with this "first‐hand," but a number of people,
among them Elizabeth Glendower Evans, who is close to them, considers
both convicted as innocent victims of war hysteria.
According to the Massachusetts law, as we understand it, now that a new
trial has been denied, a judge cannot do anything other than convicting
both of them to death by electricity. We will receive a report as to
whether an appeal can be made to the Supreme Court. If it is not
possible, then the labor organization and other progressive bodies in the
whole country have to submit petitions to the Massachusetts state
governor to overrule the verdict against them.
M.L.

Americké Dělnické Listy (Cleveland, Ohio), May 28, 1926, Image 1, col. 5
Image: Ohio History Connection via Ohio Memory
http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16007coll60/id/6196

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.
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Sacco & Vanzetti Trials & Execution (1920‐1927)
Questions
1. Who/what is being discussed in the article? What is taking place (you may have to do some
research)?

2. This article takes place several years after the initial trial. What clues from it suggests that it is
several years removed?

3. The Americké Dělnické Listy is a Czech newspaper that translates to “American Workingman’s
News”. Is there any noticeable bias in this article?

4. Sacco and Vanzetti are Italian (or of Italian descent). Why is the Americké Dělnické Listy so
interested in discussing this topic? What does this say about the newspaper’s motives?

5. What issue(s) does this article address that we deal with today?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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Scopes Monkey Trial (1925)
Approximate translation:
Is the United States Returning to the Middle Ages?
In Dayton, Tennessee, there is a court reminiscent of the Middle
Ages, representing a struggle between religious ignorance,
intoxication and fanaticism and science, civilization, and the
progress of the spirit, which puts the scientific and learned world in
astonishment and resistance. It's a tragicomic theater, a screaming
scandal and a humoristic‐satirical critique.
The State of Tennessee has adopted laws that forbids the teaching
of evolution in state schools because it is against the Bible, refutes
the teaching of the Christian faith, leads to unbelief in divinity and
spoils the people.
On the basis of this Medieval Act, the State of Tennessee has
brought a lawsuit against Prof. J.T. Scopes in Dayton, who taught a
high school class in Dayton about evolution, learning the supposedly
terrible thing that human originated from a monkey...
In addition to the state prosecutors, the statute and lawsuit against
the teacher Scopes is defended by the arch‐diehard, religious,
fanatical prohibitionist William Jennings Bryan, former Secretary of
State for Wilson (as much as Minister of Foreign Affairs), who was
also the Democratic Party candidate for president three times and
always defeated […]. The defense is represented by renowned
Chicago lawyer Clarence Darrow and other lawyers. Both sides have
numerous experts in state theology and scientific defense. The
jurors are all simple and strong believers (one cannot read or write),
and others have not been allowed.
It is remarkable that despite the protests by Defender Darrow, the
trial is always initiated by prayer and the jurors must always leave
the court when one of the defense expert explains the development
and facts of science.
Such a court that is held in Dayton, Tennessee, would be impossible
in any other country of the world, this is only possible in the United
States, in our republic with half the nation religious fanatics of
saints and hypocrites, and perhaps, even in the state of Tennessee,
in the south, where the people are mentally backward and free‐
thought is very inaccessible and unfavorable.
Whoever diligently and attentively reads news about this trial of
faith and science, and watches what is happening in it and what it is,
must be astonished as what is still possible in America today[…]

Americké Dělnické Listy (Cleveland, Ohio), July 24, 1925, Image 1, col. 6‐7
Image: Ohio History Connection via Ohio Memory
http://www.ohiomemory.org/cdm/ref/collection/p16007coll60/id/5416

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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Scopes Monkey Trial (1925)
Questions
1. Who or what is being discussed in the article?

2. Is there a clear bias towards one side of the case or the other?

3. The Americké Dělnické Listy is a socialist newspaper. How does this story treat the average
Tennessean? Do you think that the author is justified in their assessment of the jurors?

4. The Scopes Trial pitted two public lawmen against each other in an epic confrontation. Find an
article from Chronicling America that presents a different perspective that includes the outcome
of the case.

5. Does this article and its theme resonate with themes in modern America? How so?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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President Theodore Roosevelt’s Response to Meat Industry Conditions (1906)

Democrat‐Sentinel (Logan, Ohio), June 7, 1906, Image 1, col. 1‐3
Image: Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers, Library of Congress
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038120/1906‐06‐07/ed‐1/seq‐1/
Use link provided above to access and read full article from website.
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President Theodore Roosevelt’s Response to Meat Industry Conditions (1906)
Questions
1. Who or what is being discussed in this article?

2. Sinclair’s The Jungle was published at the end of February 1906, three months before the article
above. Would the description in this morning’s reading cause you to seek change in the
industry?

3. Does the article state any information regarding the condition of workers in meat processing
plants?

4. How does this change in meat industry standards reflect your understanding of the Progressive
Era politics/politicians? Do you think that the Roosevelt’s response was correct?

5. Should fiction influence policy? Why or why not?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
the National Endowment for the Humanities and Library of Congress.

External and Internal Perceptions of United States Immigrants
Lesson 2: United States Immigrants Respond to Significant Late 19th‐Early 20th Century Events

Activity 2: Pair and Share: Immigrant Response to 19th‐20th Century Events
Instructions: Meet with another group to discuss your topics and answer the following questions.
Group Name: _______________________________________
Other Group Name: __________________________________
Class: ______________________________________________
Date: ______________________________________________

1. Who or what is being discussed in their article?

2. Is there a clear bias from their source? How did they uncover it?

3. Does this article have any link to issues being discussed today?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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Activity 3: Argumentative Essay
Select an issue, person, event or other topic relevant to immigrants living in the United States in the
early 20th century and determine your position/opinion. Use resources on Chronicling America, Ohio
Memory and other digital libraries to find 3‐4 primary sources related to the topic. You may also use
secondary sources such as history books and credible websites to gain more background and insight into
the topic. Be sure to find resources that both support and oppose your position. If searching for
newspaper articles from foreign language newspapers, use the PDF view of the image to copy and paste
the text of the article into an online translation tool.
Argumentative Essay Outline
1. For your introductory paragraph, describe the topic and state your thesis, which should clearly
express your perspective on your topic. The paragraph should be at least four sentences.
2. For your first body paragraph, support your thesis with evidence you have found during your
research. Be sure to include facts and statistics. This paragraph should be at least five sentences.
3. For your second body paragraph, address the opposing view and use evidence from the
resources you found to refute it. This paragraph should be at least five sentences.
4. For your conclusion paragraph, clearly re‐state your position first, then summarize your main
points. Include a sentence that encourages the reader to think further about this topic. This
paragraph should be at least three sentences.
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Argumentative Essay – Assessment Rubric
Name: ______________________________________ Class: ______________ Date: _______________
Criteria

Excellent
3

Average
2

Below Average
1

Not Completed
0

Selects a topic of
relevance to early‐20th
century U.S. immigrants.
Clearly explains topic and
overall position in the
introductory paragraph.
(X2)
Body paragraphs include
reasonable and quality
evidence to support your
opinions/arguments and
refute opposition
opinions/arguments. (X2)
Conclusion paragraph re‐
states your position and
finishes with a sentence
that also encourages
readers to consider their
own perspective. (X2)
Thoroughly completes
letter in at least twelve
grammatically correct
sentences. (X2)
Rough Draft

Overall Comments:

_______/6 pts.
Total Points
_______/30 pts.
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Activity 4: Reflection Questions
Instructions: In complete sentences, answer the following questions:



How has your perception of immigrants changed since the beginning of this section?
How do the opinions and views of the past century reflect our own times?

Created by the Ohio History Connection for the National Digital Newspaper Program, a partnership of
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